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1.  S’COOL NPP Observation Campaign  

The first science data taken by the new CERES instrument on the 

NPP satellite have been delayed until sometime in January due to 

a problem with one of the other instruments.  

When we have an updated date for first data we will announce new 

dates for the NPP observation campaign, which will last about a 

month.  Your observations will provide a solid basis of comparison as the new 
instrument begins making measurements.  During this time, we invite you to make 
and report cloud observations at NPP overpass times. “CERES on NPP” has been 
added as an option on the overpass schedules request page on the S’COOL website.   

If you are interested in participating in the S’COOL NPP Observation Campaign please 

sign up at http://tinyurl.com/signupNPPObs.   To those signed up on this list, we will 

send periodic updates about CERES on NPP, and will report results from comparison to 

the student observations.  (Because the CERES on NPP instrument is new, you will not 

receive the “matches” notification as you normally would.) If you have forgotten any 

registration information or have any questions please enter them in the comments section. 

 

2.  Congratulations! S'COOL@100,000  
 

Students at a school in Mexico, the Instituto Patria Bosque, made the 100,000th cloud 

observation in the S'COOL project, reporting altocumulus and cirrostratus clouds on Nov. 

11, 2011.  The school is in Estado de Mexico, a state within the country of Mexico just to   

the west of Mexico City. 

The S’COOL@100,000 resulted in very creative entries to the banner competition! The 

“Early-Bird” winner, submitted by students at Centro de Investigaciones Astrofisicas 

Eureka (CIAFE) at the Colegio San Jose, is now displayed on the S'COOL homepage. 

Watch the website for more banner competition entries!  

 

3. Reminder! E-note merging with Observe Your World blog 

 

Please keep in mind that, beginning January 2012, the S’COOL E-note will merge with 

the Observe Your World blog! This month’s issue (December 2011) is the final issue of 

the traditional E-note. Archived E-notes will be available on the S’COOL website. The 

OYW blog presents information that you have been receiving through the E-notes, but 

also allows for timely announcements, exciting features, and user comments.  It features 

not only S’COOL news, but also MY NASA DATA, and the NASA LaRC Science 

Directorate.  Check out OYW! 

http://scool.larc.nasa.gov/en_overpass.html
http://tinyurl.com/signupNPPObs
http://science-edu.larc.nasa.gov/SCOOL/index.php
http://mynasadata.larc.nasa.gov/oyw/
http://science-edu.larc.nasa.gov/SCOOL/enotes/index.html


 

4. Rover presented at the AGU Fall Meeting 

 

At the recent Fall Meeting of the American Geophysical Union (AGU ), S’COOL team 

member, Preston Lewis, presented a very informative poster featuring our S'COOL Rover 

observations! Your students can be Rovers, too!  For example, students in Nicaragua are 

now submitting their own observations outside the classroom.  Your students can submit 

observations by using the Rover on-line observation form. 

 

Consider presenting S’COOL materials to colleagues at your next professional 

development meeting!  If you are presenting S’COOL at city, state, or national 

educational conferences or professional development institutes, please let us know!  We 

can provide--as our resources allow-- S’COOL materials for your presentation. 

 

We appreciate our S’COOL ambassadors!   Denise Thompson, high school teacher from 

Orting, WA, recently presented S’COOL and MY NASA DATA sessions at the National 

Science Teachers Association (NSTA ) Area Conference in Seattle, WA.  

Thank you, Denise! 

 

 

5.  S’COOL has a NEW! tool in beta testing! 

 

“New! View LANCE Image” has been added as an option to the S'COOL Ground to 

Satellite Footprint Comparison emails you receive when your observation is matched 

with CERES satellite data.  The button is located just above the MODIS image link.   

LANCE (Land Atmosphere Near real-time Capability for EOS) is a mapping tool that 

provides near-real time (NRT) data and imagery products from instruments on Terra and 

Aqua within 3 hours of the satellite's observation time. 
  
LANCE provides MODIS satellite imagery centered on your school or observation site 

by referencing your latitude and longitude.  Once you land on the LANCE page the 

image is set to your observation date and time, but there are a lot of fun things to explore 

with this tool! Check out the Lance Tutorial for more details. 
  
LANCE is in Beta testing phase. There are some bugs we are still working out. For 

example, schools located in extreme northern or southern latitudes may experience some 

discrepancies between the true LANCE image and observations due to overlapping 

satellite data. Please email us if you have questions.  
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http://www.agu.org/
http://science-edu.larc.nasa.gov/SCOOL/Rover/index.html
http://scool.larc.nasa.gov/en_rover_obs.html
http://www.nsta.org/
http://lance.nasa.gov/
http://scool.larc.nasa.gov/LANCE_Tutorial.html
mailto:scool@lists.nasa.gov

